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As an…

• English provider designated for student support for undergraduate 
or postgraduate courses by the Secretary of State and regulated 
by the Department for Education (the DfE) in 2017-18 and 2018-
19 (previously referred to as an ‘alternative provider’)

• English provider designated for the Disabled Students Allowance 
(DSA) by the Secretary of State and regulated by the DfE in 2017-
18 and 2018-19

…which regulations apply to 
me during the transition year?



Pre-registration

DfE regulation: criteria and conditions of specific course designation 

imposed by the Secretary of State.

Key: Conditions of specific course designation General ongoing conditions Specific ongoing conditions

01.04.18

- The DfE will make decisions about a provider’s specific course designation. It will 

designate courses for 2018-19, and will monitor compliance with the criteria and 

conditions of designation during 2018-19, including by carrying out an annual monitoring 

exercise

- If the DfE decides to remove specific course designation or to impose any other 

sanction, during this period, this will not necessarily mean that the OfS will apply one of 

its own sanctions



All 24 general ongoing 

conditions apply

Registered providers

01.04.18
Point of becoming 

registered

A subset of general ongoing 

conditions apply

- Conditions that apply: C1, C3, E3, E4, 

F3, F4 (and Z2)

Specific ongoing 

conditions 

(where applied)

31.07.19

Specific ongoing conditions (where 

applied)

Specific conditions 

disapplied once 

risk of breach 

mitigated

Enforced under HERA*

- Z2 stipulates compliance with the 

criteria and conditions of specific 

course designation imposed by the 

Secretary of State

Enforced under Education (Student 

Support) Regulations 2011

*HERA – Higher Education 

and Research Act

Key: Conditions of specific course designation General ongoing conditions Specific ongoing conditions

Conditions of specific 

course designation



Providers that do not register

From August 2019, unregistered 

providers will not be able to:

- Receive OfS or Research England 

funding

- Be eligible to retain or apply for a tier 4 

licence

- Apply for degree awarding powers or 

to use ‘university’ in their title

- Access student funding through the 

Student Loans Company

And they may not (subject to the OfS

taking revocation action) be able to:

- Use ‘University’ in their title

- Possess degree awarding powers

31.07.1901.04.18

Criteria and conditions of specific 

course designation imposed by the 

Secretary of State

Key: Conditions of specific course designation General ongoing conditions Specific ongoing conditions

Students claiming student support and continuing study beyond 31 July 2019 may be able to complete 

their course if the provider satisfies requirements for ‘teach out’ arrangements. Communication with such 

providers will take place separately, including to set out the requirements and monitoring arrangements 

that would apply. 
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